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an appendix of some seventy propositions on the circle
and cycloid, labelled as a sixth Dialogue, because of
some interlocutory remarks (of more general interest)
at the close; the whole bearing the title of c Examinatio
et Emendatio Mathematical liodiernse, qualis explicatur in
Libris Johannis "Wallisii, &c.71 Wallis afterwards pro-
tested that the interlocutors, called A and B, were
none other than "Thomas and Hobbes," and their dia-
logue but a way " wherein Thomas commends Hobbes,
and Hobbes commends Thomas, and both 'commend
Thomas Hobbes as a third person, without being guilty
of self-commendation;" also as a way in which, as he
could not bear contradiction from others, he might
give free rein to his habit of contradicting himself.2
At the time, finding nothing in either part of the piece
that he had not met over and over again (though Hobbes
had attempted to urge somewhat deeper objections to
the algebraical treatment of geometrical questions), he
was not to be drawn into reply. Hobbes was then
driven upon trying another tack.

In the following year, 1661, having solved, as he
thought, one more of the ancient problems that had been
the despair of pure geometers, the duplication of the
cube, he had his solution brought out anonymously at
Paris in French, so as to put Wallis or other critics off
the scent, and extort the judgment that apparently was
now to be denied to any mathematical work of his.
The artifice proved successful, and he could now again

1 L., iv. 1-232 ; but here (as noted above, in another connection, p.
81, n.) Molesworth follows Hobbes's reprint of 1668, which omits, nt
the beginning of the sixth so-culled dialogue, the propositions on the
circle, forty-six in number, shattered by Wallis in 1662.

2  ' Bobbins Heautoutimorumenos' (1662), 15.